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ARGENTINA. 4 Mar.—Antarctica. The news reached Buenos Aire 
of the arrival that day of the Minister of Marine in the naval transport 
Les Eclatreurs, at Deception Island in the Falkland Islands Dependen. 
cies (claimed by Argentina from Britain). Argentine reports stated tha 
the second-in-command of the British frigate, St Austell Bay, wa 
informed, while paying a visit to Les Eclaireurs, that the frigate was in 
Argentine territorial waters without authorization. 

Sir Henry Mack, British Ambassador, informed Gen. Molina, the 
acting Foreign Minister, that the British Government had heard only 
‘in a roundabout way’ of the intended visit of the Minister of Marine 
to the Falkland Islands. They would have liked longer notice so that the 
Minister could have been appropriately received. The frigate, 51 
Austell Bay, had been detailed to meet and escort the Argentine vessel, 

7 Mar.—Press dispatches from the naval transport, Les Eclaireurs, 
stated that the vessel, after leaving Deception Island, visited an Argen- 
tine detachment on Moon Bay and landed reinforcements at Hope Bay. 


AUSTRIA. 17 Mar.—Protest Against Soviet Action. A Russian 
demand that People’s Party posters, blaming the Russians for the 
failure of the Berlin conference, should be immediately removed in the 
Soviet Zone was the subject of a joint People’s Party-Socialist inter- 
pellation in the National Assembly. In reply, the Minister of the 
Interior, Herr Helmer, stated that the Soviet ban, which had been 
accompanied by ‘unparalleled pressure’ on Austrian local and police 
officials, was unwarrantable interference in the country’s domestic 
affairs and was unconstitutional. He had instructed the Austrian 
authorities not to comply with the Russian demand. His reply was 
acclaimed by all except the four Communist deputies. 


BELGIUM. 10 Mar.—International Tin Agreement. The Belgian 
Ambassador in London signed the agreement (see also p. 170-1). 

11 Mar.—Belgian Congo. Against strong objections from the Social- 
ist and Liberal Opposition, the Chamber passed a Bill to ratify a con- 
vention with the Vatican regulating relations with the Roman Catholic 
Church in the Belgian Congo. 

12 Mar.—European Defence Community. The Senate approved 
the E.D.C. treaty by 125 votes to 40, with 2 abstentions. Those voting 
against the treaty were 11 Christian Social members, 25 Socialists, 3 
Communists, and 1 independent Catholic. (The treaty was approved 
by the Chamber of Representatives in November 1953.) 

Dissolution of Parliament. As the provisions of the E.D.C. treaty 
affected Belgian sovereignty, the Senate and Chamber voted a statement 
declaring a revision of the Constitution to be necessary. This had the 
automatic effect of dissolving Parliament and necessitating a general 
election. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 14 Mar.—The Governor proscribed under his 
emergency powers the Union of Progressive Youth on the ground that tt 
threatened public safety and order. 
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BRITISH HONDURAS. 7 Mar.—New Constitution. The new 
Constitution was published prior to its submission to the Legislative 
Council. It provided for a Legislative Council, to be renamed the 
Legislative Assembly, consisting of nine elected, three nominated, and 
three official members, presided over by a Speaker nominated by the 
Governor. The normal life of the Assembly would be three years, the 
Governor having power to prorogue or dissolve it by proclamation. The 
Governor’s reserve powers would permit him to bring into effect any 
Bill relating to the responsibilities of the Colony as a territory within 
the British Commonwealth, or to detailed control of the finances of the 
Colony, provided that financial assistance was being received from the 
United Kingdom. The reserve powers could be exercised if the Assem- 
bly failed to pass such a Bill within what the Governor considered a 
reasonable time. Other emergency powers of the Governor would 
enable him to make regulations expedient for public safety, defence, the 
maintenance of public order, and the maintenance of essential services 
and supplies. The Constitution also provided for a public service 
commission. 

10 Mar.—Announcement of inquiry into alleged connections be- 
tween People’s United Party and the Guatemalan Government. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 4 Mar.—Jamaica. Mr Bustamante, Chief 
Minister of Jamaica, appealed to the Governor in a telegram to ban 
Communism and cancel the registration of any Communist or pro- 
Communist organizations. 


BULGARIA. 4 Mar.—Communist Party Congress. It was learned 
that on 25 February, at the sixth congress of the Communist Party, 
Mr Chervenkov, Prime Minister, had stated that since 1948 expulsions 
from the party had amounted to nearly 50,000. Mr Chervenkov said 
that strict party discipline was not yet a ruling principle, particularly 
in the villages where there was a lack of internal unity and ‘evidence of 
internecine strife’, fomented by careerists and suspicious elements 
which must be ‘ruthlessly eliminated’. It was confirmed at the congress 
that a number of former Opposition leaders had been released. 

Politburo. The new Central Committee elected the following 
Politburo: V. Chervenkov, G. Damyanov, A. Yugov, G. Tsankov, R. 
Damyanov, T. Zhivkov, G. Chankov, E. Staykov, and I. Mikhailov, 
with T. Prakhov and P. Panchevski as candidate members. (Mikhailov 
and Panchevski, the Defence Minister, were both Red Army Generals.) 
T. Zhivkov was elected First Secretary of the Central Committee. 


BURMA. 15 Mar.—Conference on Industrial Schemes in Asia g.v. 


CANADA. 15 Mar.—Mr Lester Pearson on U.S. defence policy (see 
United States). 
agreement on farm surpluses (see United 
tates), 
Prime Minister’s Tour. Mr St Laurent, Prime Minister, returned 


in, 
4 


Lires 
ort, 
den- 
that 
Was 
in 
the 
only 
rine 
the 
St 
ssel, 
sian 
the 
the 
ter- 
the 
een 
lice 
stic 
“ian 
was 
ian 
jal- 
on- 
olic 
ved 
ing 
3 
ved 
aty 
ent 
he 
ral 
his 
tit 


164 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EvENTS, VOL. 10, No. 6 


Canada (continued) 
from his six weeks’ tour of western Europe, Pakistan, India, Ceylon, 
Korea, and Japan. 


CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL SCHEMES IN ASIA. 15 Mar— 
A conference on problems connected with public industrial enter. 
prises opened in Rangoon. It was attended by representatives from 
Burma, Britain, Ceylon, China, Cambodia, France, India, Japan, 
Pakistan, and the Philippines. Israel and Russia sent observers, The 
conference was sponsored jointly by the Burmese Government, the 
U.N. Economic Commission for Asia, the U.N. Technical Assistance 
Administration, and the International Institute of Administrative 
Sciences. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 13 Mar.—Air Frontier Incident. A United 
States Navy spokesman confirmed that two U.S. aircraft were fired on 
by a Czech fighter over the German-Czech border area in Bavaria on 
12 March. One of the planes was hit but there were no casualties. 
(Bavarian police had stated that the attack took place about two miles 
inside German territory.) 

14 Mar.—The Government sent a Note to the United States 
Embassy protesting against the alleged ‘violation of Czechoslovak air 
space’ on 12 March by two American aircraft. The Note stated that the 
aircraft failed to land when ordered to do so by a Czech jet fighter, 
which had consequently been obliged to open fire on them. 


EGYPT. 4 Mar.—It was announced that the Cairo and Alexandria 
Universities would remain closed for a further week from 6 March. 

Oil Agreement. The Minister of Commerce announced an agree- 
ment between the Government and the Shell and Socony Vacuum oil 
companies providing for a new price agreement to replace that of 1951 
(repudiated by the Wafd Government). The Government agreed to 
restore to the Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields Company and Socony Vacuum 
of Egypt exploration licences for some sixty areas and to give exploita- 
tion licence for the Ras Matarma field where oil: was discovered by 
Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields in 1948. In addition, the Government agreed 
to liquidate by instalments its debt of £E2 m. to the oil stabilization 
fund 


5 Mar.—Constituent Assembly. Aly Maher, former Prime 
Minister and chairman of the constitution committee, announced that 
a constituent assembly would be elected in June and would meet on 
23 July. Its functions would be (1) to revise and approve a draft con- 
stitution; (2) to act as a Parliament until the constitution was enacted 
and Parliament elected. When Parliament had been elected the Council 
of the Revolutionary Command would cease to exist. Martial law would 
be abolished before the election of the constituent assembly. Parties 
which had been dissolved would be permitted to contest the elections 
but not under the same names. The press censorship would be relaxed. 


6 Mar.—Anglo-Egyptian Talks. Colonel Nasser, Prime Minister, 
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stated that if Britain wanted to resume talks on the Suez Canal: his: 


Government was ready. 

7 Mar.—Colonel Nasser. Colonel Nasser; Prime Minister, became 
Military Governor in the place of Gen. Nagib, with special powers 
under the martial law enforced on 26 January 1952. 

Corruption Trial. Madame Nahas, wife of the ex-Wafdist Premier, 
Mustafa Nahas, was found guilty on graft charges by the Revolutionary 
Tribunal. The confiscation of the bulk of her fortune was ordered: A 
prison sentence was waived because of her ill-health. 

Releases. It was learned that the following persons had been. 
released from prison, some of them being in hospital: Ibrahim Abdul 
Hady, former Prime Minister and Saadist leader; Fuad Serag ed-Din, 
former Wafd Minister of the Interior; Abdul Gaffar Osman, former 
Inspector-General of Explosives in the Army; Ibrahim Farag, former 
Wafd Minister; Dr Ahmed el-Nakib, former director of the Moassat 
Hospital and a friend of ex-King Farouk; and Major-Gen. Hussein 
Sirry Amer. 

Mar.— of Supreme Power by Gen. Nagib. Major 
Salem, Minister of National Guidance, announced that Gen. Nagib 
had resumed his previous position of Prime Minister and Chairman of 
the Revolutionary Council with the full powers previously held by him. 
It was also announced that Colonel Nasser would return to his previous 
post of Deputy Prime Minister, and that the other Cabinet changes 
following Gen. Nagib’s resignation had been cancelled. Colonel Nasser 
told the press that the reasons which had provoked the crisis no longer: 
existed as Gen. Nagib had given up his demand for full control of the 
Council of the Revolution and the final word on its decisions. He would 
have only one vote as before. 

9 Mar.—U.S.S.R. and Rumania. Representatives of Egypt, Russia, 

and Rumania signed in Cairo a barter agreement for £E3,0g0,000 under 
which Egypt would be supplied with 350,000 tons of oil at prices 16 per 
cent below world market prices and the proceeds would be used to buy 
Egyptian cotton on the free market. 
_ 10 Mar.—U.S.S.R. An Egyptian-Soviet trade agreement was signed 
in Cairo, as a result of which it was hoped that trade exchanges, valued 
at about {E10 m. a year over the past two years, would increase by 
50 per cent. 

11 Mar.—French protest re insult to Sultan of Morocco. 

Canal Zone Incident. An Egyptian police officer was shot dead 

near Fanara in the Canal Zone. The British authorities ordered an 
inquiry in concert with the Egyptian authorities. 
14 Mar.—Canal. Zone Incidents. A Palestinian Arab warden of a 
Naafi establishment was found dead in Fayid. He had been shot and 
stabbed. Two British officers were attacked by Egyptians with Sten 
guns near Fayid but were unhurt. 

15 Mar.—Gen. Nagib. It was announced that Gen. Nagib would 
replace Colonel Nasser as Military Governor. 

16 Mar.—Canal Zone Incidents. The British military authorities 
tated that two British service men had been killed and two wounded 
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Egypt (continued) 

in an attack by Egyptians in the Canal Zone on 15 March. Two British 
soldiers were also missing. 

Two more attacks were made by Egyptians on British soldiers in the 
Canal Zone. In one attack two soldiers were wounded, one seriously. 

British statement on negotiations (see Great Britain). 

Major Salem, Minister of National Guidance, denied reports of a 
new Egyptian approach to resume the negotiations with Britain. 

Releases. Dr Hafez Afifi, former Chief of the Royal Cabinet, 
Hamed Guda, vice-president of the Saadist Party and president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, and Mamduh Riad, former Saadist Cabinet 
Minister, were released. They had been under house arrest since 
October 1953. 

17 Mar.—Canal Zone. Dr Fawzi, Foreign Minister, made a strong 
protest to Sir Ralph Stevenson, the British Ambassador, against the 
security measures reported to have been taken by the British military 
forces in the Canal Zone following recent incidents. The British 
Ambassador replied that the reports of security measures had been 
grossly exaggerated, and he made a counter-protest about the recent 
disorders which had necessitated the measures. 

Detainees. The Minister of the Interior announced that 385 
persons, mostly members of the Muslim Brotherhood, were still under 
detention. 

Communism. It was announced that nine Greek Communists 
had been arrested in Alexandria. They were alleged to have contacts 
with the Egyptian Communist Party and with other Middle Eastern 
countries. 

U.S.S.R. The Government decided to raise its Legation in Moscow 
to the rank of an Embassy. 


FINLAND. 9 Mar.—General Election. The results of the General 
Election gave the Social Democrats 54 seats (gain of 1); Agrarians 53 
(gain of 2); People’s Democrats (Communists) 43 (unchanged); 
Conservatives 24 (loss of 4); Finnish People’s Party (Liberals) 13 
(gain of 3); Swedish People’s Party 13 (loss of 2). 


FRANCE. 4 Mar.—German Rearmament. The Foreign Office 
stated that M. Francois Poncet, French High Commissioner in Ger- 
many, had twice—on 7 February and 22 February—made known to Dr 
Adenauer French opposition to the constitutional amendments per- 
mitting the reintroduction of military service in Germany (see No. 5, 
pp. 137-8), and had reminded the Chancellor that the reforms could not 
be applied so long as the Occupation Statute remained in force. — 
Mar.—Indo-China. M. Laniel, Prime Minister, restated in the 
National Assembly the Government’s willingness to seek a negotiated 
settlement in Indo-China, but he said that a cease-fire must guarantee 
the security of the expeditionary force and that of Frenchmen and the 
friends of France in Indo-China. He pointed out that, unlike Korea, 
there was no continuous military front in Indo-China and this necessi- 
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tated detailed guarantees, the first of which must be the total evacuation 
of Laos by the Viet-Minh forces which had invaded it without provoca- 
tion. In the delta he suggested the creation of a ‘no-man’s land’ between 
the opposing forces to remove the risk of surprise and ambush; in 
central Viet-Nam the Viet-Minh should be stationed in strictly de- 
limited zones, and in the south the enemy forces were weak enough 
either to be disarmed or evacuated. All these measures would require 
the strictest supervision if the Viet-Minh were to be prevented from 
‘seeking to win by ruse what they could not by war’ and from repeating 
the reign of terror and the treacherous “Tonkinese vespers’ of 1946. 
‘A peace negotiated with full respect for our national honour, for in- 
dividual liberties, and for the security of our expeditionary force— 
that’ said M. Laniel ‘is our aim’. He appealed to Frenchmen to desist 
from destructive or defeatist criticism which, he said, could only 
prejudice the prospects of the Geneva conference. 

Viet-Nam. The High Commissariat of Viet-Nam in Paris confirmed 
that the National Union Movement for Peace (a Viet-Nam nationalist 
organization) had demanded that Emperor Bao Dai should convene an 
elected National Assembly before the Geneva Conference. 

U.S. Loan Repayment. The Ministry of Finance announced that, 
because of the improved situation of the French Treasury, two dollar 
loans would be repaid before their due date. A $50 m. annuity on the 
1950 loan of $200 m. would be repaid four months early in April; 
and the remaining $60 m. would be repaid of an Export-Import Bank 
loan of $100 m. made in 1953. 

8 Mar.—Commuznist Party. The Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee appointed M. Marcel Servin, as Organizing Secretary of the 
party in place of M. Lecoeur, who had been relieved of his duties by the 
Central Committee. 

9 Mar.—Saar. An official communiqué issued after two meetings in 
Paris between M. Bidault, Foreign Minister, and Dr Adenauer, west 
German Chancellor, stated that the talks had established ‘the agreement 
of the two parties to continue negotiation, taking as a general line the 
proposal for a European statute for the Saar, adopted on 6 February 
by the General Affairs Committee of the Consultative Assembly of the 
Council of Europe. M. Bidault emphasized that the French draft of a 
Franco-German agreement on the Saar, which was handed on g March 
to the Federal German Government, had been planned and drawn up 
within the same framework, and should equally be taken into considera- 
tion in subsequent conversations’. (The plan adopted by the Council of 
Europe committee had been drawn up by M. Van der Goes van Naters. 
It provided for a transitional stage of ‘Europeanization’ in the Saar, 
to continue until the European Community should come into being. 
During this time the interests of the Saar in all external and defence 
questions would be entrusted to a European commissioner, to be 
appointed by the Ministers of the Council of Europe. The Franco-Saar 
¢conomic union and accompanying conventions would be displaced by a 

-year treaty of economic co-operation between the Saar and France, 
but on the understanding that a single market should also come into 
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France (continued) 

existence as soon as possible between Germany and the Saar, This 
solution would be guaranteed by the Governments of France, Germany 
the United Kingdom, and the United States.) 

Indo-China. The National Assembly adopted by 328 votes to 288 ; 
‘Government motion welcoming the calling of the Geneva conference 
to seek means of ending the war in Indo-China and approving the 
‘Government’s intention ‘to explore every solution capable of bringing 
about as quickly as possible the cessation of the war and of assuring 
peace and liberty in the Associated States, indissolubly united within 
the French Union’. It recalled ‘that France undertakes the armed 
struggle in Indo-China in virtue of the dispositions of the Constitution 
relative to the French Union, which the Associated States have freely 
joined, so that any repudiation of these dispositions by the Associated 
States would release France from her obligations in this matter, and 
leave her sole judge of the measures dictated by her interests, which 
are inseparable from those of the free world’. 

10 Mar.—Morocco. The Foreign Affairs Committee of the National 
Assembly adopted a resolution urging bold measures to raise living 
‘standards in Morocco. It drew attention to the importance of avoiding 
confusion between the functions of the Government and the French 
Resident-General; of progressively eliminating French direct admini- 
stration by granting Moroccans a larger share in public affairs; of 
respecting the rights of the individual and the traditional rules of 
justice; and of taking diplomatic action to defend France’s work in 
Morocco from attacks by ‘countries which have much progress to make 
themselves before being in a position to give lessons to others’. 

11 Mar.—Egypt. It was announced that the French Ambassador in 
Cairo had been instructed to protest to the Egyptian Government 
against the ‘unspeakable’ terms used by ‘the Voice of the Arabs’ ina 
broadcast from Cairo announcing the attempt on the life of the Sultan 
of Morocco on 5 March. The broadcast had described the Sultan in 
grossly insulting terms and had expressed the hope that the injuries to 
him would prove fatal. 

17 Mar.—Defence. Speaking in the Assembly debate on the defence 
‘budget, M. Pleven, Defence Minister, said that in spite of economy 
cuts the army in Europe had been brought to the level of the fourteen 
divisions fixed by N.A.T.O., and the Air Force to thirty squadrons. 
They had put in hand nearly 20,000 tons of new naval construction, and 
had delivered nearly 200 new aircraft to the naval air arm. For 1954 the 
‘military estimates at 1,110,000 m. francs (including 185,000 m. francs 
of foreign aid) were about one-tenth of the national revenue. The tota 
could have been increased only at the cost of inflation. While the army 
‘would be kept at its existing level, efforts would be made to give the 
Air Force a front line ‘strength of 1,000 aircraft by the end of 1955. 
The period of conscription had been maintained at eighteen months. 
‘Commitments which were incapable of compression included fourteen 
divisions in Europe, 100,000 men in North Africa, and a further 33,00 
to cover the turnover for reliefs in Indo-China. It was hoped to reduce 
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the expeditionary force there from 186,000 to 171,000, but that would 
depend on the progress with the Viet-Nam national army which it was 
intended to increase from: 207,000 to 333,000 men. The great problem 
for Viet--Nam remained the supply of officers and N.C.O.’s, and ‘the 
best intentions of the Viet-Namese military authorities would be 
in vain unless they were backed by an efficient and vigorous. civil 
administration’. M. Pleven deplored the lack of atomic weapons, but 
explained that the production of raw materials would only begin to. be 
sufficient for active research in 1955. 

Constitutional Reform Bill. The Council of the Republic (Upper 
House) passed the Bill by 240 votes to 47 after amending it in two 
important respects. The first amendment provided that, in the case of 
an international treaty, ‘urgent’ procedure must not be decreed by the 
Assembly without the prior agreement of the Upper House. The second 
reversed the Assembly’s decision that in future a simple majority would 
suffice to vote a new Government into office instead of the absolute 
majority required by the 1946 Constitution. The Bill differed also in 
some other respects from that passed by the Assembly but the other 
amendments had been jointly discussed and were not expected to meet 
with opposition in the Assembly. 


GERMANY. 4 Mar.—East Germany: West German Conscrip- 
tion. The east German Council of Ministers announced that ‘all west 
German and west Berlin men who refuse to be conscribed in the west 
German mercenary army will be treated as fully-fledged citizens of the 
German Democratic Republic and receive every possible assistance’. 

6 Mar.—West Germany. Free Democratic Party. At the annual 
conference of the Free Democratic Party held at Wiesbaden, Dr Dehler, 
Minister of Justice in Dr Adenauer’s previous Government, was elected 
chairman in place of Herr Bliicher, Federal Vice-Chancellor. 

East-West Restrictions. In a reply to the western proposals of 
22 February for four-Power talks to ease the effects of the division of 
Germany, Mr Semionov, Soviet High Commissioner, referred to the 
Soviet proposal at the Berlin Conference for two separate east-west 
German committees, one to co-ordinate measures on trade, finance, 
trafic, and border problems, and a second to further east-west German 
cultural relations. He said that these committees could best solve the 
problems mentioned. 

7 Mar.—West Germany. North Rhine-Westphalian Demand. 
Herr Arnold, Premier of North Rhine-Westphalia, addressing the 
Christian Democrat Party youth organization, demanded the return to 
German administration of areas of his State that were placed under 
Dutch and Belgian administration in 1949. 

9 Mar.—Saar talks (see France). 

Visit of Chancellor to Greece (see Greece). 

11 Mar.—West Germany. Tax Reform. Herr Schiffer, Finance 
Minister, announced in the Bundestag proposals for tax reform includ- 
ing substantial reductions in income and corporation taxes estimated to 
save the taxpayer about 2,300 m. marks a year (about {190 m.). He 
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Germany (continued) 

proposed an increase in the personal allowance from 800 to goo marks: 
increases in children’s allowances giving considerable relief especially 
to the large family; and reductions in income tax varying from an 
average of 61°5 per cent for incomes of between 3,000 and 4,000 marks, 
25 per cent to 30 per cent for incomes of between 6,000 and 12,000, and 
a reduction from 80 per cent to 55 per cent in the ceiling, i.e. the highest 
proportion of total income that a person could be required to pay in 
income tax. (On incomes of the equivalent of about £10,000 or over 
this represented a reduction in tax of about one third.) The proposed 
reduction in corporation tax was 25 per cent on the top rate and a new 
ceiling of 45 per cent of a company’s income. Other proposals were: 
reductions in inheritance duties; an increase in turnover tax from 1 to 
I*5 per cent; the removal of subsidies on shipbuilding and housing; and 
new powers for the central Government authorizing it ‘in case of need’ to 
collect 2-5 per cent of the total income tax and corporation tax for itself 
by its own right. (Collection had previously been the function solely of 
the Lander.) 

12 Mar.—Shooting Incident. The three western commandants 
published correspondence with the Soviet representative, Mr Dengin, 
concerning the incident on 26 December 1953 in which a child was 
killed and its mother seriously injured when their car was fired on bya 
Soviet patrol near a border post. ‘The commandants stated that they had 
decided to publish the correspondence because Mr Dengin’s version 
was so ‘completely at variance with the facts’ that they could only con- 
clude that the Soviet authorities were unwilling to take action to punish 
those responsible or to make compensation to the victims. 

13 Mar.—U.S.-Czech air frontier incident (see Czechoslovakia). 

17 Mar.—East-West Restrictions. In letters to Mr Dengin, the 
Soviet representative, (who had replied to the western proposals of 
22 February in terms similar to those of Mr Semionov’s letter of 6 
March), the three western Commandants said that the Soviet authori- 
ties had evaded the issue by repeating allegations about the existence in 
west Berlin of so-called espionage organizations. Some of the western 
proposals for the removal of restrictions did not require joint consulta- 
tions by Germany, but unilateral action by the Soviet authorities, ¢.g., 
the abolition of police controls and of barriers erected at sector boundar- 
ies, which did not exist on the western side. The Commandants would 
be glad to learn that Gen. Dengin was ready. to put such a decision into 
effect as soon as possible. 

Replies in similar terms were also sent to Mr Semionov’s letter of 
6 March. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 5 Mar.—International Tin Agreement. Lord 
Reading, Minister of State, Foreign Office, signed the International Tin 
Agreement on behalf of the United Kingdom as a consumer. Under its 
provisions votes were allotted separately to producing and consuming 
countries in proportion to their respective shares of world production 
and consumption of tin. The votes of at least nine countries holding 
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not fewer than 333 out of the 1,000 votes allotted to the consuming 
countries and at least go per cent of the 1,000 votes allotted to producing 
countries were required to bring the agreement into force. The closing 
date for signature was 30 June. 

10 Mar.—I.L.O. Convention on Social Security. The Ministry of 
Labour issued a White Paper announcing the Government’s proposed 
policy on a number of conventions and recommendations adopted by 
the International Labour Conference in 1952. The principle it proposed 
to adopt was that where British law was already in conformity with the 
standards laid down by the I.L.O. the conventions would be ratified, 
and in other cases not. 

British Honduras. Mr Foster, Under-Secretary for Commonwealth 
Relations, announced in the Commons that an inquiry would be held 
into alleged connections between the People’s United Party in British 
Honduras and the Guatemalan Government. 

Malaya. In a House of Lords debate on Malaya, the Earl of Munster, 
Under Secretary, Colonial Office, said the Federal Government had 
spent $800,000 on development in 1953. They proposed spending 
$6 m. in 1954 and just over $10,750,000 in 1955. Since 1951 there had 
been a fairly steady decline in the casualty rate among civilians and 
security forces while that among terrorists had remained high and the 
proportion of Communist officers eliminated had increased. The 
monthly average of civilians killed had fallen from twenty-nine in 1952 
to 7 in 1953. The monthly average of Communist surrenders had risen 
from twenty-one in 1952 to thirty-three in the last half of 1953. Although 
the conditions for terrorists in the jungle were known to be causing 
despondency there was no sign yet of any general break in morale. 
Johore remained a particularly difficult area, and both there and in the 
remoter parts of other states the Communists retained a military 
potential. The terrorist forces were now thought to consist of a hard 
core of about 500 Communist fanatics and a supporting force of about 
5,000, many of whom were not Communists at all but criminals of 
some sort. The emergency was by no means over and there was no 
reason for complacency. 

11 Mar.—Persia. Mr Ali Soheily, the new Persian Ambassador to 
the United Kingdom, arrived in London. 

Egypt. A Labour motion deploring the Government’s handling of 
the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations was defeated in the Commons by 
271 votes to 219. 

12 Mar.—Poland. The Polish Ambassador handed to Mr Eden a 
copy of the Polish Government’s statement of 9 March on the Soviet 
plan for European collective security (see Poland). 

15 Mar.—Sudan. In a statement in the Commons on the Sudan 
disturbances of 1 March, Mr Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of State, said that 
in the past the Sudan had been governed with very small security and 
police forces. In the existing position there was strong feeling between 
Government and Opposition in which sectarianism played a large part, 
and there was a danger that deterioration in law and order might occur 
both in the north and south. He had seen the Sudan Prime Minister and 
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‘Great Britain (continued) 

“some other Government and Opposition leaders and had suggested that 
the need was to heal rather than inflame the wounds of 1 March. This 
would require courage and statesmanship. It was to be hoped that the 

Government and Opposition would seek to co-operate in working their 
parliamentary institutions, that the balance on the Governor-General’s 
‘commission between Government and Opposition would be maintained, 

-and that the position of officials in the administration would be upheld. 
Mr Lloyd said he could not understand why the Egyptian Government 

did not perceive that if by continued interference it-whipped up feelings 
in the Sudan so as to cause a breakdown of law and order Egypt herself 

‘would lose as much as anyone. The Government’s desire for friendship 

between Egypt and the Sudan was unaltered. 

Mr Lloyd said that every Sudanese of every party recognized in 
private that many of the technical branches of the administration would 
be needed long after self-determination. The problem was not how to 
_get rid of the British but how to ensure conditions under which they 
and other foreign experts would be willing to serve in the Sudan. There 

‘would have to be conditions of law and order, publicly expressed 
confidence by Ministers in their officials, and a degree of efficiency in 

-general administration. H.M. Government would continue to try to 

work the agreement of 1953 and to prevent civil disturbance. 

U.S.S.R.: Soviet Wives. Mr Eden told the House that on 27 Febru- 

_ary the Soviet Foreign Minister had informed the British Ambassador 

‘that the four Soviet wives of British subjects who had not been 

allowed to leave Russia to join their husbands had dissolved their 

Cyprus. Mr Eden, Foreign Secretary, stated in the Commons that 

in replying to approaches by the Greek Government for bilateral talks 

-about the future relations of Greece with Cyprus, the Government had 

made it clear that they could not agree to discuss the status of Cyprus. 

16 Mar.—Egypt. The Foreign Office stated that the Government 

had received indirect approaches from the Egyptian Government with 

a view to resuming the negotiations on the Canal Zone. 


GREECE. 4 Mar.—Electoral Bill. Following the tabling of the Govern- 
ment’s electoral bill, the outlawed Communist Party broadcast from 
Rumania an appeal to all Opposition deputies to resign immediately 
and thus force a general election. In return the Communists promised 
to support the deputies’ re-election. The bill provided for bigger 
constituencies by reducing the total number of electoral districts from 
forty-nine to fourteen. While retaining the majority system, it reduced 
the total number of seats in the Chamber from 300 to 250. It had 
aroused the strong criticism of Opposition members who claimed that it 
would be a step towards a totalitarian regime. 

9 Mar.—Germany. Dr Adenauer, west German Chancellor, 
arrived in Athens on a nine-day official visit. His programme included 
conferences in connection with the implementation of the recently 
signed Greek-German economic agreement. 
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12 Mar.—A joint Gertrian-Gréek statement said full agreement had 
been reached on efforts needed to organize and reinforce the security of 
Europe and the free world. 

15 Mar.—Mr Eden on Cyprus (see Great Britain). 

17 Mar.—Cyprus. Field-Marshal Papagos, Prime Minister, said 
that the Government’s policy on Cyprus combined compromise and 
firmness and was best calculated to serve the consolidation of eastern 
Mediterranean security, the unity of the democratic front, and the 
securing of traditional Anglo-Greek ties. He said: “The Greek Govern- 
ment, in putting into action its Cyprus policy, will do nothing which 
might lend to this policy an anti-British edge.’ 


HUNGARY. 11 Mar.—I.L.O. condemnation of Hungary for violation 
of trade union rights (see International Labour Organization). 

12 Mar.—Sentences. It was announced that the Supreme Military 
Tribunal had sentenced Gabor Peter, former chief of the Hungarian 
political police, to life imprisonment for ‘crimes against the people 
and the State’. Gyula Decsi, former Minister of Justice, who arrested 
and arranged the trial of Cardinal Mindszenty in 1949, and Istvan 
Timar, Peter’s former deputy, had received sentences of nine and 
eleven years’ hard labour respectively as ‘accomplices’. 


INDIA. 16 Mar.—Commuznist Party. Mr S. N. Aqarwal, general 
secretary of the Congress Party, challenged the Indian Communist 
Party to disprove the existence of an illegal party apparatus or explain 
why the Government should not take action against it. (A pamphlet 
recently published by the Democratic Research Service of Bombay had 
claimed to give the contents of secret documents circulated to members 
of the Communist Party central committee at the party Congress in 
December 1953. The documents had advocated armed revolution and 
partisan warfare and had spoken of a strengthening of the party’s illegal 
apparatus. ) 

Travancore-Cochin. Mr Pattom Thanu Pillai, leader of the Praja 
Socialist Party in Travancore-Cochin, was sworn in as Prime Minister 
of the State, after being assured of Congress Party support. (His 
party had fought the Congress party in the recent elections in alliance 
with the Communist-dominated electoral United Front of Leftists.) 

Kashmir. Mr Nehru reaffirmed in the House of the People that 
officers of the United States Army could no longer be considered 
neutral in the Kashmir dispute. He said that so far the attention of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations had been drawn to the matter 
in an informal way, but the matter would be pursued with him. 


INDO-CHINA. 4 Mar.—Raid on Hanoi Airport. The French High 
Command announced that on 3 March the Viet-Minh had raided the 
vil airport of Hanoi at Gialam, causing damage to aircraft estimated 
at more than {2 m. 

M. Laniel on terms for a cease-fire (see France). 

Viet-Nam Nationalists’ demand for National Assembly (see France). 
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Indo-China (continued) 

Agreement with American Civil Air Transport Co. Ty 
American-owned Civil Air Transport Company signed a contract with 
the French Government to operate twelve French Air Force ‘Flying 
Boxcars’ in support of Union forces in Indo-China. Twenty-four pilots 
and ‘certain minimum ground personnel’ were to be provided. Th 
contract provided for the dropping of supplies and troops by parachut, 
over battle sectors. 

6 Mar.—Viet-Nam. Viet-Minh forces raided Catbi Airport, six 
miles south of the port of Haiphong, and damaged military aircraft, 

8 Mar.—Laos. The Government resigned after a motion of m 
confidence had been carried by the National Assembly. 

10 Mar.—A French spokesman said that twenty aircraft had been 
damaged in three recent Viet-Minh raids on Gialam, Catbi, and 
Doson airports. 

11 Mar.—Viet-Nam. Fighting flared up in the Dien Bien Phu area 
following the return of the 308th Viet-Minh Division from its foray into 
northern Laos. A sharp engagement was fought with two Viet-Minh 
companies which finally withdrew leaving fifty-eight dead. Viet-Minh 
guns shelled the airstrip. 

12 Mar.—Viet-Minh forces lost twenty-five dead and forty prisoners 
in an engagement near Son Tay, twenty-five miles from Hanoi. 

The French High Command announced that French Union forces 
had advanced from Luang Prabang and Muong Sai with the aim of 
clearing northern Laos. 

13 Mar.—Viet-Nam. French Union forces made a landing on the 
coast of central Annam, captured the town and port of Qui Nhon against 
little opposition, and began to push inland to link up with another force 
that had started from Song-Cau. Later in the day the Governor of 
Central Viet-Nam landed at Qui Nhon with administrative groups and 
began establishing Viet-Namese administrative services. 

The Viet-Minh began an attack in strength on the stronghold of 
Dien Bien Phu, after having shelled the airfields and bombarded the 
defences. They succeeded in capturing a ‘resistance centre’ north-west 
of the town. The offensive was preceded by two days of violent Viet- 
Minh attacks against road and rail communications linking Haiphong 
with Hanoi. The French stated that these attacks had cost the Viet- 
Minh about 1,000 in dead and wounded. 

14 Mar.—At Dien Bien Phu both sides observed a truce in the 
morning to pick up dead and wounded, but later the Viet-Minh resumed 
their attack after a violent bombardment. French Union reinforcements 
were flown in though both airstrips were under artillery and mortar fire. 

15 Mar.—Fierce fighting to the north of Dien Bien Phu ended with 
the Viet-Minh gaining control of the north and north-west outer 
defences. Viet-Minh guns continued to shell the citadel and the atr- 
fields which were put out of action. French aircraft made repeated 
attacks on the Viet-Minh positions. 

16 Mar.—A French army spokesman estimated Viet-Minh losses to 
date in the Dien Bien Phu fighting at 4,000. 
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A French Union battalion was dropped by parachute to reinforce 
the garrison at Dien Bien Phu. 

The Viet-Minh radio claimed the destruction of twelve French air- 
craft at Dien Bien Phu. 

17 Mar.—The Viet-Minh kept up the shelling of Dien Bien Phu 
and also continued harassing operations in the delta. For the fifth time 
in eight days they succeeded in cutting the Hanoi-Haiphong main 
road. They also tore up part of the railway. 


INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE. 4 Mar.—Speaking at the 
conference in Caracas, Mr Dulles, U.S. Secretary of State, emphasized 
the Communist threat to America, and, after indicating that U.S. 
economic aid would be dependent on co-operation in an anti-Com- 
munist policy, outlined a trend of more liberal policies towards Latin 
America on technical aid, private investment, Government loans, 
and tariffs. He said the Export-Import Bank would consider on their 
merits, applications for projects not being met by the International 
Bank which ‘are in our common interest, economically sound, within 
the capacity of borrowers to repay, and within the capacity of the Bank’. 

5 Mar.—Sefior Toriello, Guatemalan Foreign Minister, said that he 
would oppose any resolution which, under the pretext of anti-Com- 
munism, ‘attacked the basic principles of democracy’. He said that the 
U.S. proposal was a manoeuvre against Guatemala which was being 
unfairly accused as the bridgehead of Communism in the western 
hemisphere. 

Sefior Remorino, Argentine Foreign Minister, said that the best way 
to prevent Communism was to remove the cause by raising living 
standards. He called for an end of colonialism and said that nothing 
justified the occupation of American territories by non-continental 
Powers. 

9 Mar.—The Panamanian delegate, Sefiora Remén, wife of the 
President, accused the United States of ‘regrettable discrimination’ 
against her people in the Panama Canal zone and proposed an amend- 
ment to Mr Dulles’s anti-Communist resolution to include condemna- 
tion of racial discrimination as an effective way to combat international 
Communism. 

10 Mar.—Mr Waugh, U.S. assistant Secretary of State for Economic 
Affairs, proposed that an economic conference should be held in 
Washington and said the United States was prepared to negotiate 
bilateral agreements to ease the burden of double taxation. While 
pointing out that the economic development of Latin America was of 
major interest to Washington, he emphasized that there must be some 
incentive for foreign capital in the form of fair treatment and a return 
commensurate with investment possibilities elsewhere. 

13 Mar.—U.S. Resolution on Communism. By 17 votes to 1 
(Guatemala), with Mexico and Argentina abstaining, the conference 
passed a resolution proposed by Mr Dulles stating that ‘the domination 
or the control of the political institutions of any American State by the 
international Communist movement extending to this hemisphere a 
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Inter-American Conference (continued) 

political system of an extra-continental Power would constitute , 
threat to the sovereignty and political independence of the American 
states, endangering the peace of America, and would call for cop. 
sultation and appropriate action in accordance with existing treaties’, 
The resolution recommended that each Government should take 
measures to force disclosure of the identity, activities, and sources of 
funds of those who were spreading propaganda for international 
Communism or acting as its agent, and that all Governments should 
exchange information to strengthen the campaign against Com- 
munism. The resolution ended with the statement that it was ‘designed 
to protect and not to impair the inalienable right of each American 
State freely to choose its own form of Government and economic 
system and to live its own social and cultural life’. 

17 Mar.—Colonialism. The conference, with the United States 
abstaining, approved an Argentine resolution, condemning colonial rule 
‘against the will of the people’ and calling for the elimination of Euro- 
pean colonies in the Americas. The resolution stated that the people in 
these colonies or occupied territories should achieve independence by 
peaceful means. It defined as European colonies the French, British, 
and Dutch islands of the West Indies and British, French, and Dutch 
Guiana, and described as European occupied territories British Hondur- 
as, claimed by Guatemala, and the Falkland Islands Dependencies, 
claimed by Argentina. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION. 11 Mar.— 
Hungary. The Governing Body of I.L.O. approved a report arraigning 
Hungary for violation of trade union rights. 


IRAQ. 7 Mar.—Government Resignation. Fadl el-Jamali submitted 
the resignation of his Cabinet to the King and was asked to form a new 
Government. 

8 Mar.—New Government. Dr Fad! el-Jamali formed a new 
Government which included: Prime Minister, Fadl el-Jamali; Deputy 
Prime Minister, Ahmed Mukhtar Baban; Foreign Affairs, Musa 
Shahbander; Finance, Ali Mumtaz el-Daftari; Interior, Said Qazzaz; 
Defence, Gen. Hussain Makki Khamas; Development, Abdul Karim el- 
Uzri. The Ministers included four members and two known supporters 
of the majority party—Nuri-es-Said’s Constitutional Union. The 
remainder were all Independents. 

9g Mar.—Nuri-es-Said, in a statement before leaving for Pakistan 
with King Faisal, urged consultations with neighbouring countries, 
including India and Pakistan, with a view to ensuring collective 
strength. 

12 Mar.—Visit of King Faisal to Pakistan (see Pakistan). 


ISRAEL. 5 Mar.—U.S.S.R. Israel Fuel Corporation signed a contract 
to buy 100,000 tons of Russian crude oil. 


15 Mar.—Israeli-Syrian Incidents. The Mixed Armistice Com- 
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mission considered a complaint by Israel and a counter-charge by 
Syria concerning an incident on Lake Tiberias on 11 March. According 
to the Israeli account Syrian guns opened fire on Israel craft fishing in 
the eastern waters of the lake but no casualties were caused. The 
Syrians reported two casualties as the result of an Israel attack with 57 
mm. guns. The commission censured Syria for its attack on fishing 
boats and Israel for answering with gunfire causing Syrian casualties. 
The U.N. chairman suggested a compromise under which Israel 
would agree not to fish close to the eastern shore of the lake. The Israeli 
delegate maintained, however, that the*whole of Lake Tiberias was 
within Israeli territory and that, as determined by Britain and France 
after the first world war and confirmed by the League of Nations, the 
international frontier at the point under dispute lay ten metres from the 
shore. This was accepted by the commission after a casting vote by 
the chairman, the Syrian delegate abstaining, and Syria was called on 
to ensure that there should be no interference with any Israeli activities 
on Lake Tiberias. 

Israeli H.Q. reported a second” , that afternoon, by a Syrian 
unit firing field and machine guns on Israel police vessels which were 
protecting fishing boats near the eastern shores of Lake Tiberias. The 
police vessels, which returned the fire, were hit and three police guards 
wounded (see also Syria). 

16 Mar.—Two Syrian military aircraft were reported to have flown 
over Lake ‘Tiberias. 

17 Mar.—Terrorist Incident. Eleven persons were killed in a 
terrorist attack on a passenger bus in the Negev. Israeli military H.Q. 
stated that the assailants were Arabs who were believed to have crossed 
from Jordan territory. The Government issued a statement declaring 
that the attack had been made by ‘an organized Arab force’ and that 
responsibility for the ‘warlike act’ fell squarely on the Government 
from whose territory the murderers were sent forth. 


ITALY. 1o Mar.—Vote of Confidence. The Government obtained 
a vote of confidence in the Chamber by 300 votes to 283. The Republi- 
cans voted for the Government.with the three coalition parties. 

‘ 


JAPAN. 4 Mar.—Budget. The Lower House approved the Budget for 
1954 which totalled about £999°6 m. Defence expenditure was esti- 
mated at about £139 m. which was an increase of about £133 m. over 


1953. 

8 Mar.—U.S.-Japanese Agreement. A mutual defence assistance 
agreement and three related agreements covering military and economic 
ad were signed by Japanese and United States representatives. The 
amount of military aid was not specified but provision was made for the 
setting up of an American military assistance advisory group in Japan 
‘0 promote the early development of Japanese defence forces. 

One of the agreements provided for the sale to Japan of 500,000 tons 
of American surplus wheat and 100,000 tons of surplus barley without 
the sacrifice of foreign exchange, the United States paying dollars to 
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Japan (continued) ‘a 

finance the purchase, and Japan depositing the yen equivalent in the 
Bank of Japan in favour of the United States. Eighty per cent of this 
deposit equivalent, or $40 m., would be made available by the United 
States for off-shore procurement orders in Japan. The remaining 20 per 
cent, or $10 m., would be used directly to finance Japanese defence 
industries and promote her economic capabilities. Another agreement 
provided for safeguards for American business men in order to stimu- 


late investment in Japan. 


KENYA. 4 Mar.—‘Gen. China’. In a debate in the Legislature Mr 
Blundell, speaking on behalf of the European elected members, 
expressed deep concern about the decision to reprieve Gen. China and 
to allow him to contact Mau-Mau leaders. He considered that con- 
sultation with the Executive Council should have taken place. 

5 Mar.—The Legislature approved a motion by Mr Mathu, the 
African unofficial leader, recording its appreciation of the services of 
loyal Kikuyu in their efforts to restore law and order and assuring them 
of the Government’s continued support. 

6 Mar.—Mau-Mau Surrender. ‘Gen. Tanganyika’, the Mau-Mau 
second in command to ‘Gen. China’, surrendered as a gesture in 
support of Gen. China’s surrender proposal (see No. 5, p. 149). 

8 Mar.—Emergency Figures. The official figures for the week 
ended 6 March showed that eighty-five Mau-Mau terrorists were 
killed, eleven captured, and 100 detained. Security forces’ casualties 
were one European killed, and nine Africans killed and four wounded. 

10 Mar.—Constitutional Proposals: Mr Lyttelton’s Statement. 
Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, made a statement in Nairobi in which 
he formulated the following proposals: 

(1) Council of Ministers. 'That a Council of Ministers should be 
established comprising, in addition to the Governor and deputy 
Governor, six official members, six unofficial members (three European 
elected, two Asian, and one African), and two nominated members. 
There would be no changes in the powers of the Governor. Portfolios 
would be allocated as follows: (a) Official Members—Chief Secretary 
(the Legislative Council, Co-ordination of Civil Departments, Informa- 
tion, Public Services); deputy Chief Secretary (Police, Prisons, 
Defence); Minister for Education, Labour, and Lands; Minister for 
Legal Affairs; Minister for African Affairs; Minister for Commerce and 
Industry. (b) Nominated Members—Minister of Finance and Develop- 
ment; Minister with Agricultural Portfolio. (c) Unofficial Members— 
Minister without Portfolio (European); Minister for Local Government, 
Health, and Housing (European); Minister with Agricultural Portfolio 
(European); Minister of Works (Asian); Minister without Portfolio 
(Asian); Minister for Community Development (African). 

(2) War Council. The setting up of a War Council for the Emergency, 
consisting of the Governor, the Commander-in-Chief, the Deputy- 
Governor, and an unofficial Minister nominated by the Governor after 
consultation with the Council of Ministers. It would be served by 4 
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strong Secretariat headed by a senior officer with War Cabinet or 
Defence Committee experience from the United Kingdom. 

(3) Development Committee. The establishment of a Development 
Committee, under the chairmanship of the Minister of Finance and 
Development, which would be responsible to the Council of Ministers 
for keeping development and building schemes under review and 
recommending priorities. 

(4) Executive Council. The Executive Council would continue to 
exercise the functions of Government. All members of the Council of 
Ministers would be members, and it would also include one Arab, 
two additional Africans, and possibly further members added by 
agreement of all members of the Council of Ministers. 

(5) Under-Secretaries. There would be not more than five and not less 
than three Under-Secretaries of whom one would be an Arab and two 
Africans. 

(6) Future Arrangements. These arrangements would be regarded as 
experimental until the next general election which would be held six 
months after the proclamation of the end of the state of emergency or 
on 30 June 1955 whichever would be later. If at that election the 
electorate should return members of the Government formed in 
accordance with these proposals no further changes would be initiated 
before 1960 in the proportion of members, either on the Legislative 
Council or the Council of Ministers, either as between the main racial 
groups or as between officials and unofficials. Changes in the nature of 
portfolios held by members of the Council of Ministers after the next 
election would not be precluded but would not be initiated by H.M. 
Government. Similarly no changes in the basis of the franchise would 
be initiated before the election of 1960. : 

If, on the other hand, the Secretary of State were satisfied that these 
arrangements had become unworkable, either before the next election or 
as a result of it, the position would revert to what it was before the 
emergency and H.M. Government would be free to take any action 
they thought fit. 

Government Statement of Policy. All members of the Council of Minis- 
ters would be required to subscribe to a statement of policy setting 
out the Government’s broad objective as: (1) to prosecute the fight 
against terrorism with the utmost vigour and to ensure law and order 
throughout Kenya; (2) to build within the British Commonwealth 
a strong and prosperous Kenya owing loyalty to the British Crown; 
(3) to promote racial harmony and friendliness and to develop oppor- 
tunities for all loyal subjects irrespective of race or religion to advance 
in accordance with character and ability; (4) to ensure respect for 
individual rights of private property; (5) during the period up to 1956 
to initiate a study, in which Africans would play a leading part, of the 
best method for choosing African members of the Legislative Council. 

Mr Lyttelton told the press that the constitutional changes would 
come into effect as soon as the legal processes were completed. These 
would be put into motion at once. 


Reactions. Mr Blundell and seven other European elected members 
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‘Kenya (continued) 
announced their unconditional acceptance of the proposals. Three of 
‘their colleagues supported them in principle, and three opposed them, 

A joint statement by the African unofficial members strongly criti- 
-eized the proposals and claimed (1) that there should be four ‘Africans 
-on the Executive Council, of whom two should be members of the 
Council of Ministers; and (2) that at the next general election African 
members should be returned to the Legislative Council by direct 
_election on a secret ballot. 

a1 Mar.—Trial of Capt. Griffiths. At a trial by court martial Capt. 
Griffiths of the King’s African Rifles was found guilty on five out of six 
charges of ill treating two Mau-Mau terrorists. He was sentenced to be 
-eashiered and to five years’ imprisonment. 

12 Mar.—Constitutional Proposals. Mr A. B. Patel and Mr 
Ibrahim Nathoo, the Asian representatives, informed the Governor 
that the majority of Asians were against joining the proposed new 
-Government because of the attitude of the Africans. They asked him 
to make further efforts to persuade the Africans to accept the proposals. 

‘14 Mar.—Mr Mathu, leader of the African unofficial members, 
resigned from the Executive Council as a protest because he had not 
been consulted in the discussions between unofficial members and the 
Governor before Mr Lyttelton’s arrivai. 

After a meeting of African unofficial members with Mr Lyttelton and 
the Governor, Mr Lyttelton told the press that the Africans had 
‘made.a counter-proposal which would be transmitted to the other racial 


groups. 

In a broadcast to the people of Kenya Mr Lyttelton said it could not 
be challenged that progress in the conduct of the emergency since his 
last visit had been striking. Six months earlier every clash occurred on 
Mau-Mau initiative. Today nearly 70 out of every 100 incidents were 
initiated by the security forces. 

‘15 Mar.—Emergency Figures. Figures issued for the week ended 
13 March showed that 145 Mau-Mau were killed and 162 suspects 

detained. Security forces’ casualties were fourteen Africans killed and 
“seven wounded, and one European wounded. 

Tétrorist Incident. A terrorist gang broke into a house near Thika 
and murdered a British coffee planter and his wife. 

16 Mar.—Constitutional Proposals. Mr Lyttelton, Colonial 

‘Secretary, stated that he had transmitted to the leaders of the other 
groups the African proposals, the essence of which was that there should 
be an additional African Minister without portfolio and one additional 
European Minister. From conversations, press statements, and other 
‘reports he was convinced that there was no basis for common agree- 
ment along those lines. He had therefore decided to carry out his 
original proposals and to have the necessary constitutional amendments 
prepared for submission to the U.K. Council of State. 

17 Mar.—The African unofficial members announced that they 
would not take active steps to oppose the working of the proposed 

new Government and would not stand in the way of any of their 
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members joining the Government with the consent of their constituents. 

Mr Patel, speaking for the Indian members of the Legislature, said 
they had decided to participate, but they still thought the African 
roposal should have been accepted. 

: Mr Mathu said the Africans had been promised a direct election 

system at the next general election. 


LEBANON. 5 Mar.-—Confidence Vote. Abdullah Yaffi’s new Govern- 
ment was approved in the Chamber of Deputies by 23 votes to 8, with 
3 abstentions. 


ye MALAYA. 5 Mar.—Rubber Wages. The rubber industry employers’ 
association rejected an invitation of the workers to negotiate on the 


fr provisions of the Taylor arbitration award (lowering the wages of 
or tappers and field workers) but offered to meet the workers for dis- 
cussions. 

. Aborigines. The Federation Government announced that another 
s 250 aborigines had left Communist domination in the Perak jungle and 


8, had sought Government protection. 

ot 6 Mar.—Large areas of Negri Sembilan, including Port Dickson, 

he were declared ‘white’ by the Government and freed of the curfew and 
other restrictions. 

Emergency Figures. It was announced that during February 
ad security forces made 83 contacts with terrorists against 135 in January 
and 104 in February 1953. Fifty-one terrorists were killed, seven were 

captured and fifteen surrendered during the month. 
ot 10 Mar.—Lord Munster on the emergency (see Great Britain). 


on MALDIVE ISLANDS. 12 Mar.—It was announced that, following 
re nominations by the National Assembly, Imbrahim Ali Didi had been 
invited by the Sultan to form a Government. 


MEXICO. 7 Mar.—Rebel Activity. Three men were killed, one 
wounded, and another kidnapped in a rebel raid on a village near 
| Cuernavaca. (This brought to nineteen the number of deaths in 1954 
ka resulting from the increasing friction between the Government and the 
followers of Gen. Miguel Henriquez, whose Federation of People’s 
ial TM Parties had been banned in February.) 


nal MOROCCO. 5 Mar.—Bomb Outrage. The Sultan of Morocco, Sidi 
" Mohamed Ben Moulay Arafa, was slightly injured when bombs 
‘. exploded within the mosque at Marrakesh where he was worshipping. 
hi The Pasha of Marrakesh, El Glaoui, who was also in the mosque, 
escaped unhurt. 

tt Mar.—Ten Moroccans were sentenced to death for killing leading 
wy citizens of Fez in October, November, and December 1953. Two others 
ol Were sentenced to life imprisonment for complicity. Most of the accused 
ei were members of the Istiqlal Party. 
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NORWAY. 17 Mar.—Army Service. The Storting extended service 
in the army from twelve to sixteen months. 


PAKISTAN. 12 Mar.—Iraq. King Feisal of Iraq, accompanied by 
Nuri-es-Said, arrived on an official visit. 

15 Mar.—Budget. The Finance Minister, Chaudhri Mohammed Aji, 
introduced the budget for 1954-5 in Parliament. It estimated a revenue 
of Rs 113-68 crores (about £124 m.) and expenditure met from revenue 
at Rs 111-37 crores, leaving a surplus of Rs 231 crores. He proposed no 
new taxation and some reliefs, mainly reductions in import duties, 
which he estimated at Rs 221 lakhs and which would reduce the surplus 
to Rs1 m. The defence budget provided Rs 60: 10 crores under revenue 
and Rs 19-10 crores under capital. The Minister said industrial pro- 
duction showed an increase of over 60 per cent during 1953. The balance 
of payments position had continued to improve and Rs 10-57 crores 
had been added to reserves. He estimated that the current year would 
end with a revenue surplus of Rs 9g lakhs. 


PERSIA. 7 Mar.—U.S. Aid. The Finance Ministry announced that 
the United States Government had granted Persia an additional $6 m. 
to help the country until it received revenue from an oil agreement. 

11 Mar.—New Persian Ambassador to Great Britain (see Great 
Britain). 

13 Mar.—Hussein Fatemi, former Foreign Minister in Dr Musaddiq’s 
Government, who had previously eluded arrest, was captured by 
security officials. An angry mob stabbed and injured him as he was 
being taken for questioning. 


POLAND. 9 Mar.—European Security. The Government issued 4 
- statement supporting the proposals for a European security pact put 
forward by Mr Molotov at the Berlin Conference. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. Erratum. In Vol. 10, No. 4, o 
Pp. 123 it’ was stated that economic development plans for the three 
territories up to 30 June 1954 involved a total of £120 m. of new 
expenditure. The date should have been 30 June 1958. | 

9 Mar.—Federal Capital. The Federation Parliament approved by 
24 votes to 7 the proposal of the select committee that the capital should 
be in or adjacent to Salisbury. 

Hydro-Electric Power Bill. The Bill (relating to the Kafue river 
scheme in N. Rhodesia, the Kariba gorge scheme on the Zambeu, 
and the Shire river scheme in Nyasaland) passed its second reading n 
the Federation Parliament. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 4 Mar.—Oil. The New York Journal of Commerce 
announced that the Arabian-American Oil Company had discovered an 
oil pool at Uthmaniyah, estimated to hold as much as all the known oi 
reserves of the United States—28,o00 m. barrels. It was situated thirty 
miles south-west of Hofuf and stretched from 24 degrees north 10 
26 degrees. 
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SPAIN. 16 Mar.—U.S. Wheat Agreement. It was announced that 
an agreement had been concluded between the Minister of Commerce 
and Mr Edward Williams, head of the American economic mission to 
Spain, under which the United States would supply Spain with 300,000 
tons of wheat. According to reports from Washington, $14,800,000 had 
been allocated under the mutual security agreement of 1953 for financ- 
ing the purchase by Spain of surplus agricultural products in the United 
States. 


SUDAN. 9 Mar.—Umma Party. The Umma Party issued a statement 
expressing readiness to co-operate with the Government if it abandoned 
its policy of ‘taking sides with the Egyptian Government’ and pursued a 
Sudanese national policy. 

10 Mar.—Opening of Parliament. Sir Robert Howe, the Governor- 
General opened Parliament. In his speech he said that the advent of 
the era of self-determination made the building up of additional defence 
forces imperative, and the Army would be strengthened. The Govern- 
ment’s main principles would be the establishment of a proper and 
honest national Government affording all citizens equal opportunities, 
the protection of foreigners and their rights, the creation of a simple, 
vigorous, and independent administrative machine, and the Sudaniza- 
tion of all authority. Prosperity depended largely on agricultural de- 
velopment which must be preceded by proper control of the Nile 
waters. Agreement with the Egyptian Government would be sought 
over a co-ordinated irrigation policy. 

11 Mar.—The Governor-General ended the state of emergency 
declared after the rioting on 1 March. 


SYRIA. 7 Mar.—Druze Leader. Sultan el-Atrash, the Druze leader, 
returned to Syria from Israel. 

15 Mar.—Israeli-Syrian frontier incident (see Israel). 

Official sources in Damascus claimed that in a second incident on the 
Lake Tiberias frontier Israeli artillery had that day shelled the two 
Syrian frontier posts of Duka and Kassi. First reports stated that a 
woman in the border village of Duka had been killed. The shelling was 
alleged to have taken place after an exchange of fire between two Israel 
gunboats and two Syrian frontier posts (see also Israel). 

The Chamber of Deputies reassembled as constituted in 1949. 

16 Mar.—The Government decided to inform the signatories of the 
1950 tripartite declaration—Great Britain, France, and the United 
States—that it proposed to repel by force any further Israeli attacks from 
Lake Tiberias. It was understood that Ministers had informed Gen. 
Bennicke, the U.N. Chief of Staff, of the need to strengthen the inter- 
national observer machinery. : 


TUNISIA. 4 Mar.—Reforms. The Bey apposed his seal to six decrees 
providing for the following changes in the administration (already 
approved by the French Government): (1) the Council of Ministers 
would in future consist of the Tunisian Prime Minister; seven Tunisian 
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Tunisia (continued) 
Ministers for agriculture, commerce, health, housing, justice, labour, 
and Muslim institutions; the French Secretary-General; and the three 
French directors of education, finance, and public works who, when 
occasion demanded, might be joined by the French director of posts and 
telegraphs; (2) the Prime Minister would have full executive control of 
the administration, assuming the former powers both of the Tunisian 
Minister of State (who controlled the beylical administration) and of the 
French Secretary-General to the Government (who was responsible 
for French official services); (3) the former French Secretary-General 
would be the Prime Minister’s chief assistant with the title of Secretary- 
General to the Presidency of the Council; (4) the French Resident- 
General’s veto over ministerial decisions was abolished; (5) a Consulta- 
tive Assembly would be created consisting of forty-five members elected 
for nine years, a third of the Assembly to be re-elected every three years. 
There would be universal suffrage for males of twenty+five and over. The 
Assembly would be consulted on all social or economic legislation, but 
for discussion of the budget it would be joined by the nineteen repre- 
sentatives of local ‘economic councils’ and the forty-two members of a 
new ‘delegation’ representing French settlers. The French delegation 
would be consulted by the French Resident-General before giving his 
approval to decrees affecting their interests. 

he reforms were accompanied by measures to increase the efficiency 
and independence of regional (caidal) and municipal councils. 

Neo-Destour Party. The Neo-Destour Party, commenting on the 
reforms, said that the principle at the heart of the Franco-Tunisian 
dispute had not been settled, and it regretted that the reforms did not 
protect the country against the evil consequences of co-sovereignty and 
the dangers of the integration of Tunisian national institutes in French 
ones. It pointed out that they did not effectively restore Tunisian 
sovereignty or secure the democratic conduct of public affairs. 

5 Mar.—Many shops in Tunis, Sfax, Gabés, and Sousse were closed 
as a protest’ at the new reform measures. The nationalist trade union 
issued a statement declaring that the reforms legalized the ‘iniquitous 
and anti-national’ idea of co-sovereignty ‘which is the origin of the 
dramatic crisis of the last two years’. 

10 Mar.—M. Mazali, Prime Minister, strongly defended the new 
reforms, declaring that they marked a real step towards democracy. He 
said elections for the constituent assembly would probably be held in 
June. Asked about the functions of the Secretary-General he said he 
would rank as a member of the Government and would be appointed 
by the Prime Minister on the recommendation of the Resident-General. 
He would be responsible for promulgating Government decrees and 
would be able to make observations on them in presenting them to the 
Prime Minister but could not refuse to promulgate them. 

11 Mar.—The French settlers’ association denounced the reforms as 
a ‘dramatic and mortifying setback’ to the French colony, representing 
the virtual abandonment by France of authority in Tunisia. 

15 Mar.—Riots. Two students were killed and several persons 
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injured, including two policemen, when police clashed with student 
demonstrators in _ were demanding full independence. 

a 


TURKEY. 7 Mar.—Oil. The Grand National Assembly passed by 266 
votes to 17 a Bill granting to foreign firms the right to prospect for and 
exploit oil in Turkey. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Economic Commission for Europe 

9 Mar.—The ninthgesgion of the E.C.E. opened in Geneva. 

Dr Myrdal, Exeeuti#@™Seeretary, reported that during 1953 the 
steady decline in east- commercial exchanges ‘seemed to have 
stopped’, and agreements already signed should raise trade figures to 
higher levels. Also, what was most important, European Governments 
and responsible U.S. officials had clearly pronounced in favour of an 
extension of east-west trade. Dr Myrdal appealed for further informa- 
tion, especially from a number of east European countries. 

10 Mar.—A Polish proposal, having the full support of the Soviet 
bloc, that the east German and Federal Governments should be in- 
vited to send representatives to the current session, was rejected by 
Lord Reading (U.K.) who pointed out that the Commission was not 
competent under its terms of reference to take such a decision. He sug- 
gested that the difficulty might be overcome by having German 
advisers with the delegations of the occupying Powers. 

12 Mar.—Dr Myrdal, the Executive Secretary, explained to the Com- 
mission that the committee on trade development had not been con- 
vened again because a consultation of experts had taken place instead 
in April 1953. This had been followed by bilaterai contacts. 

Soviet Proposals. Mr Kumykin, Soviet deputy Minister for 
Foreign Trade, proposed that the Commission should study the con- 
vening of the E.C.E. trade committee; the drawing-up of a programme 
for long-term multilateral agreements on trade and payments; meet- 
ings of experts and business men; inter-regional co-operation between 
Europe as a whole and Asia, the Far East, and Latin America; the pub- 
lication of a bulletin on foreign trade; the organization of international 
fairs; and the ‘removal of obstacles to foreign trade’. He declared that 
the Soviet Government considered that the embargo on strategic goods 
was the main obstacle to east-west trade. 

13 Mar.—British Proposals. Lord Reading (Great Britain) tabled 
a resolution making reservations to the Soviet proposals. It omitted 
reference to long-term multilateral and payments agreements and made 
clear that only economic obstacles to foreign trade would be studied. 
Lord Reading said that his delegation did not wish to derogate from the 
importance which it attached to east-west trade, but he warned the 
Commission that no Government would agree to the committee on the 
development of trade studying matters affecting the interests of 
security such as strategic controls. 

_ The Commission decided not to vote on the Polish proposal to 
invite German representatives to be represented in the Commission. 
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United Nations (continued) 

15 Mar.—Mr Kumykin stated that he would agree that the question 
of strategic controls was outside the competence of the Commission 
provided that a general understanding could be reached on the defini- 
tion of ‘strategic goods’. He said the Soviet Union was not in favour of 
trade in war material and equipment. 

Lord Reading welcomed the convening of a second meeting of trade 
experts in April and said British representatives would certainly take 
part. After referring to the increased emphasis on agriculture and con- 
sumer goods in east European countries, he said the United Kingdom 
would welcome any purchases by the east of U.K. consumer goods and 
could offer in return a market for almost all east European foodstuffs 
and raw materials. He expressed satisfaction with the recent Soviet 
moves to expand Anglo-Soviet trade, and said Britain was engaged in 
trade talks with Poland and would soon begin discussions with Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia. 


‘UNITED STATES. 4 Mar.—Mr Dulles on policy towards Latin 
America (see Inter-American Conference). 

5 Mar.—International Tin Agreement. The State Department 

announced that the United States would not sign the International Tin 
- Agreement. It would however hold from the market excess tin stocks. 

Battle Act. President Eisenhower informed the chairmen of the 
appropriate Congress committees that under the terms of the Battle 
Act he had directed the continuance of American aid to Denmark, 
France, Italy, Norway, and Britain, in spite of the fact that they had sent 
commodities of primary strategic importance to countries in the Soviet 
bloc, because ‘the cessation of aid would clearly be detrimental to the 

security of the United States’. (The British shipments amounted to 
‘nearly $900,000 and went mostly to Poland. Denmark, in spite of U.S. 
protests, had delivered the second of two tankers ordered, costing 
$2 m.). 

Congressional Investigations. Mr John Kane, special assistant to 
Mr Stevens, Secretary of the Army, resigned. He said that he did so 
as a protest against the failure of his superiors to give Mr Stevens 
support in his fight to protect army personnel from abusive treatment 
during hearings by Congressional Committees. 

6 Mar.—McCarthyism. Mr Adlai Stevenson, speaking at a Demo- 
cratic rally, strongly criticized President Eisenhower for not opposing 
McCarthyism and declared that ‘a political party divided against itself, 
half McCarthy and half Eisenhower, cannot produce national unity 
or govern with confidence and purpose’... and that ‘so long as it 
attempts to share power with its enemies, it will inexorably lose power 
to them. The end result is a malign and fatal totalitarianism.’ He 
claimed that had the Eisenhower Administration chosen to act ‘in 
defence of itself and of the nation . . . it would have had the grateful 
and dedicated support of all but a tiny and deluded minority of our 
people’. 

Mr Stevenson also attacked Mr Dulles’s defence policy of retaliation 
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at times and places of America’s choosing (see 12 January). He said that 
it seemed to him that the verbal strength of such a policy far exceeded 
its military purpose and that by such a threat of atomic attack the 


United States had increased the danger of more local Communist. 


victories in various parts of the worid. 

Puerto Rico. After a two-hour battle in San Juan between Puerto 
Rican nationalists and police who had been sent to arrest them, the 
nationalists surrendered and thirty-eight arrests were made, including 
Senor Pedro Albizu Campos, leader of the movement. 

§ Mar.—Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican authorities arrested three 
more members of the Nationalist Party. 

Foreign Operations Administration. President Eisenhower sub- 
mitted to Congress the half-yearly report of the Foreign Operations 
Administration. The report stated that at the end of 1953 western 
Europe showed an encouraging picture of increasing self-reliance, but 
failure to ratify the European Defence Community treaty was a matter 
of serious concern to the United States. Meanwhile the United States 
continued to regard N.A.T.O. as the ‘foundation rock’ for its European 
policy. It had contributed $6,000 m. in building the organization while 
European nations had spent $35,000 m. on N.A.T.O. defences. The 
report emphasized that, with economic aid tapering off, a continually 
expanding flow of international trade, coupled with an increased out- 
flow of private United States investment capital, was the only real long- 
term solution to dollar shortages abroad. 

In a reference to Dr Milton Eisenhower’s visit to Latin America in 
1953, the report pointed to five basic weaknesses in that area; the lag in 
food production ; non-diversification of industry ; lack of transportation; 
power needs; and the need of better health and education facilities. 
Technical co-operation programmes were being carried out in nineteen 
countries in that area, as well as in the British West Indies. 

F.0.A. shipments of military aid since 1949 included 30,792 tanks 
and combat vehicles, 30,037 artillery pieces, over 5,000 aircraft, and 
some 600 naval vessels. The United States had made available $385 m. 
for Indo-China in addition to the $400 m. previously appropriated by 
Congress for special financial aid for the fiscal year 1954. Other emerg- 
ency programmes included a $5 m. grant of wheat and flour to Bolivia, 
wheat for famine relief in Jordan, Libya, and Pakistan, and the emerg- 
ency aid programme in Korea. 

; “og States-Japanese mutual defence assistance agreement (see 
apan), 

10 Mar.—Indo-China. President Eisenhower told his press confer- 
ence that the United States would not become involved in war in 
Indo-China unless Congress authorized a declaration of war. 

_t Mar.—Army-McCarthy Dispute. The Army Department 
issued a report alleging that Senator McCarthy and the chief counsel of 
his Senate investigating committee, Mr Cohn, had made frequent 


| attempts to obtain from the Army preferential treatment, including a 


commission for Private Schine, one of the Senator’s investigators. 
14 Mar.—In a broadcast reply to Mr Stevenson’s speech of 6 March, 
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United States (continued) 

Mr Nixon, Vice-President, defended the ‘new look’ defence policy 
of relying on ‘massive mobile retaliatory power’, declaring that it had 
been adopted in the belief that the Kremlin’s purpose was ‘to destroy 
us by drawing us into little wars all over the world with their satellites’ 
He said the Korean war had been brought to an end and two American 
divisions brought home because ‘under our new policy we have decided 
that we will not fight the Communists on their own terms if they engage 
in aggression again in Korea’. 

In reply to Mr Stevenson’s criticism of weakness in not opposing 
McCarthyism, Mr Nixon quoted the figures produced by the chairman 
of the Civil Service Commission (see 1 March) to show that investiga- 
tions were necessary, but emphasized that the procedures for the in- 
vestigations must be ‘fair and proper’. He said: ‘Men who had in the 
past done effective work exposing Communists in this country have by 
reckless talk and questionable methods made themselves the issue 
rather than the cause they believe in so deeply.’ Mr Nixon claimed that 
President Eisenhower was not only the unquestioned leader of the 
Republican Party but had the confidence of the great majority of 
Americans. 

15 Mar.—Canada. In a speech to the National Press Club in 
Washington, Mr Lester Pearson, Canadian Minister of External 
Affairs, referred to Mr Dulles’s speech of 12 January in which he said 
that U.S. defence policy depended ‘primarily upon a great capacity to 
retaliate, instantly, by means and places of our choosing’. The key 
words, said Mr Pearson, were ‘instantly’, ‘means’, and ‘our’, and he 
hoped that ‘our’ meant those nations which had agreed, particularly in 
N.A.T.O., to work together, and, by collective action, to prevent war, 
or, if that should fail, win it. He emphasized that the need for co- 
operation was as great as ever if the great coalition were not to be re- 
placed by ‘an entrenched continentalism, which . . . makes no great 
appeal to your northern neighbour as the best way to prevent war or 
defeat aggression, and which is not likely to provide a solid basis for 
good United States-Canadian relations’. And he went on to emphasize 
that collective action meant collective consultations ‘especially when 
we contemplate the means—including atomic—that may have to be 
used’. The free world, he said, would have to agree at once on how, 
where, and when to retaliate if it had to do so. Such agreement after 
consultation was necessary ‘if this policy of preventing aggression by 
the threat of immediate and overwhelming devastation is to work 
collectively’. 

Mr Pearson also said that Canada ‘would not wait for ever’ to recog- 
nize Communist China, but added that there was no immediate poss!- 
bility of recognition. 

Defence. Mr Wilson, Defence Secretary, announced that the armed 
forces would be reduced by more than 400,000 men between the end of 
1954 and June 1955. Explaining the ‘new look’ defence policy to the 
Senate Appropriation Committee, he said that it was designed to 
improve the state of preparedness over an extended period and to 
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provide a level of military strength which could be supported for as long: 


as might be necessary. The military programme evolving from the 
‘new look’ provided for the rapid integration of new weapons and 
reflected the new relationship between men and materials created by 
the new weapons. In reply to questions he said that Congress would 
have to make the final decision on any declaration of war and massive 
retaliation to any enemy attack. 

Tax Policy. President Eisenhower appealed in a radio speech for 
support for the Administration’s programme of tax reductions—amount- 
ing to a total of $1,397 m.—and said that any further reductions would 
be a serious blow to the Government. He strongly opposed a proposal 
made by Senator George for the raising of personal income tax exemp- 
tions. 

16 Mar.—Defence Policy. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, said at a 
press conference that the provisions of the North Atlantic and the 
Rio de Janeiro treaties gave the President authority to order immediate 
retaliation in the event of an attack on any signatory of those treaties, 
but he would not necessarily use that authority in every case. Bases in 
other countries, Britain for example, could not be used until both 
Governments had given their consent. 

Army-McCarthy Dispute. It was announced that Senator 
McCarthy’s investigating sub-committee had voted unanimously to 
investigate publicly the controversy between the army and Mr Cohn, 
and that Senator Mundt had been elected temporary chairman for the 
hearings. 

U.S.-Spanish wheat agreement (see Spain). 

17 Mar.—U.S.-Canadian Farm Surplus Agreement. It was an- 
nounced after a meeting of the U.S.-Canadian committee on trade and 
economic affairs that agreement had been reached on a joint policy for 
the disposal of farm surpluses according to which they would consult 
with interested countries and not interfere with normal commercial 
marketing. 


US.S.R. 5 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Moscow Radio broadcast a state- 
ment by Mr Molotov, Foreign Minister, in which he asserted that the 
United States was using N.A.T.O. to enforce her domination over other 
countries, and that the creation of a European Army with west German 
participation was a policy for a new war in Europe. He contrasted the 
U.S. policy of building up positions of strength with Soviet policy, 
which, he reaffirmed, was based on the fundamental premise that there 
was no international dispute which could not be settled by peaceful 
means, and on the Leninist principle of the co-existence of states with 
different social systems. Recalling his proposals at the Berlin conference, 
he called on the countries of Europe to create a single security system. 
He believed the forthcoming conference at Geneva could promote the 
solution of the Korea and Indo-China problems. The task in Korea was 
to facilitate the national unification of the country on democratic lines; 
in Indo-China it was necessary that peace should be attained through an 
‘greement conforming to the principles of freedom and independence, 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

6 Mar.—Both Mr Shvernik, head of the Soviet Trade Unions, 
and Mr Khrushchev emphasized at the opening of the election cam- 
paign, that greater productivity, to ensure a higher standard of living, 
was the chief concern of the party and the Government. 

47 Mar.—Ministerial Change. It was announced that Vice-Premier 
A. N. Kosygin, Minister of the Consumer Goods Industry, had been 
replaced by Nikita Semenovich Rhyzov, his deputy. Mr Kosygin re- 
tained the office of Vice-Premier. 

11 Mar.—Mr Molotov referred in an election speech to his proposal 
for a European collective security treaty and to the western objections 
that the United States would be excluded and that the proposed treaty 
would give the Soviet Union ‘an undesirable advantage in view of its 
known strength compared with other European States’. He said: ‘But 
the Soviet Union does not pretend to any special position in the system 
of European collective security. All these points, as well as any other 
comments and amendments must naturally be examined and taken into 
account during a further discussion of the project.’ 

12 Mar.—Mr Malenkov, Prime Minister, in an election speech in 
Moscow, said that the national income had increased by 62 per cent 
from 1949 to 1953, and was then twice as large as before the war. He 
again laid stress on the need to increase productivity. While emphasiz- 
ing that the Soviet Union stood for the maintenance of peaceful con- 
ditions, he also spoke of the need to keep the armed forces in good 
shape to repel any aggression. After referring to a recent alleged state- 
ment by U.S. diplomatists declaring their intention of dominating Asia, 
Mr Malenkov expressed support for Mr Nehru in his refusal to submit 
to the rule of any foreign State. He declared that the Soviet Union 
stood for ‘peaceful economic competition between the Soviet Union 
and the capitalist countries’ including the United States, and for in- 
creasing economic ties with foreign countries. The Soviet Union 
attached great importance to the forthcoming Geneva conference of 
Great Powers. 

15 Mar.—Russian wives’ divorce from British husbands (see Great 
Britain). 

16 Mar.—Ministerial Changes. Mr Georgi Alexandrov was 
appointed Minister of Culture in place of Mr Ponomarenko who had 
been sent to Kazakhstan as first Secretary of the Communist Party. 
Mr Vyacheslav Elyutin was appointed to a new Ministry of Higher 
Education. 

17 Mar.—Egyptian decision to raise diplomatic representation to 
Embassy status (see Egypt). 


WEST AFRICAN DEFENCE CONFERENCE. 11 Mar.—A confer- 
ence, called jointly by Britain and France, met in Dakar to draw up plans 
for the co-ordination of troop and supply movements in the event of an 
emergency. In addition to British and French delegates, it was attended 
by representatives of Belgium, South Africa, Portugal, and Liberia, and 
by observers from the United States and the Central African Federation. 
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